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MINNESOTA CITIES: ST. PAUL 
By L. L. Everly 

St. Paul Normal School 

E A T E D  on her seven hills, this capital city occupies a position that is both s picturesque and full of historic interest. At the southwest corner of the 
city the bayou-strewn valley of the Minnesota joins the similar valley of the 
Mississippi which continues northwestward into the heart of the city and then 
turns abruptly southward. T h e  steep right bank rises from one to two hun- 
dred feet above the river, while the left bank, rising half as high, takes the 
form of a stone terrace a half-mile or more in width and furnishes a commo- 
dious area for the business portion of the city. Back of this, morainic hills 
tower another hundred feet and offer a picturesque location for the residences 
and numerous parks. Thus, one may ascend from the alluvial flats at  the river 
brink with their public baths, steamboat docks, railroad yards, and Union 
Station to the stone terrace with its great wholesale warehouses and business 
blocks, and then on up to the higher level with its residences, stately churches 
and imposing State Capitol. 

First discovered by Father Hennepin in 1680, visited by Jonathan Car- 
ver, a Boston trader, in 1766, officially described by Lieut. Zebulon Pike in 
1805, St. Paul began as a settlement and trading post in 1838. Down the 
Minnesota and Mississippi came the birchbark canoes laden with furs, while 
up the great river came the trader and settler. Eleven years later the settle- 
ment had grown to a population of 840, had been surveyed and organized as a 
town, and honored by being made the capital of the new territory. 

In  1847 a line of river packets began making regular trips between St. 
Louis and St. Paul. From the Red River valley and the great plains of the 
Dacotas thousands of buffalo skins were brought by caravans of “Red River 
Carts,” often a hundred in a single caravan. These strong, wide, wooden 
carts brought their loads so frequently that it was not an uncommon sight to 
see acres of bales of buffalo skins awaiting shipment on the levees. 

In  1871 local manufacturers began making these skins into overcoats and 
sleigh robes and soon developed a wholesale trade. T h e  buffalo became ex- 
tinct in 1884 but since that time St. Paul has maintained her preeminence as 
the leading manufacturing center of high grade furs in the United States. 
Sixteen firms are now working up over 2,000,000 skins each year, the total 
business exceeding $7,000,000 annually. 

From this head of river navigation railroads began developing in 1862 
until now nine railway systems (23 lines), four being transcontinental lines, 
center here, representing a total mileage of over 57,500, about one-fourth of 
the total railway mileage of the United States. Seven railroad repair shops 
located here furnish an annual product valued at nearly $4,000,000. Three 
hundred and thirty-nine passenger trains and an average of 29,000 passengers 
pass through the St. Paul Union Station every day. Passing this station are 
the tracks of an interurban electric railway operating over 400 miles of track 
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while one block away are the docks of the river packet lines. 
increasing with new types of allsteel barges and deepened channel. 

The  splendid railway service to the north and west has developed many 
industries. It brings shipments of a coarse grass from glacial swamps to yield 
its fiber for the manufacture of carpets, and also the product of the great 
wheat fields to supply the needs not only of a large modern flour mill but also 
those of one of the world’s greatest bakeries turning out 100,000 loaves daily. 

T h e  shipments of the products of the grazing lands of the northwest have 
caused the growth of the live stock market and meat packing industry. From 
a small market supplying local needs it has grown to become a world’s mar- 
ket, doing an annual business of over $500,000,000. Each day long strings 
of cars discharge hundreds of cattle, sheep and hogs, sufficient to make an 
unbroken line seven miles in length. 

T h e  leather from the hides of domestic animals is used in great quantities 
by the workmen of four shoe factories. From small beginnings they have 
developed until over 3,000,000 pairs are manufactured annually. 

The  butter from the $100,000,000 worth of milk yielded by Minnesota 
dairy cattle comes in such quantities to St. Paul as to make it the second larg- 
est butter-producing market in the nation. T e n  factories strive to produce a 
uniform quality and flavor of high merit. Minnesota’s abundant grasses, 
copious supply of pure water and numerous converging railway lines serve 
to accomplish this result. 

From the pine forests c o w s  the material which three factories make into 
boxes. Machinery planes the boards, saws them to proper length and drives 
the nails, thus turning out daily over 10,000 boxes to meet the needs of the 
wholesale houses and other shippers. 

Another industry, but one step removed from this, is the use of carloads 
of paper, a by-product of the forest, in the manufacture of boxes. Several 
firms are busy at  this work, turning out millions of boxes, cartons, and con- 
tainers of every description. 

Likewise another product of the forest paper and the efficient mail service 
of the many lines of railway is the great development of the printing and book- 
binding industry. Over seventy firms are engaged in this industry, produc- 
ing newspapers, magazines and books having an annual value of over $50,- 
000,000. 

T h e  buffalo overcoat of former years has disappeared but in its place the 
sheep-lined coat and woolen mackinaw serve quite as effectively. T h e  grow- 
ing wholesale trade in these has called for a trade in other forms of men’s 
furnishings. Over 5000 pairs of overalls are manufactured daily, while 
1,000,000 hats and a still larger number of shirts are supplied to the trade 
annually. 

Likewise one of the largest millinery establishments in the world to- 

River traffic is 
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gether with a half dozen other wholesale millinery houses are located here 
turning out over a million hats annually. 

A wholesale trade in drugs, chemicals, dental supplies, candies, mush- 
rooms, brushes, and other commodities has grown to supply the local trade and 
that of the great northwest. 

These various industries have .developed the city as a financial center. 
Fifteen banks in operation, annually receive deposits of more than one hun- 
dred millions of dollars. Business activity has resulted in clearing house re- 
ceipts of more than two million dollars daily. 

The  greatest public building of the city is the State Capitol imposingly 
situated on a commanding eminence. I t  is a marble building of beautiful pro- 
portions, richly decorated with famous paintings and sculptures. It was erected 
at a cost of $4,500,000. The  Federal Building, United States Customs 
House, City Hall, and Court House, Wilder Charities Building and Public 
Baths, the fireproof Municipal Auditorium seating 10,000 people, and the 
new million dollar Public Library, are some of its chief public buildings. 
Beautiful churches and an imposing cathedral serve the people’s higher in- 
terests. 

Six colleges, four seminaries, four public high schools, a city norma1 
school, fifty-seven public schools, an institute with its art  school and evening 
classes in many departments, known as the Peoples University, together with 
twenty parochial schools, offer splendid educational advantages. T h e  six 
colleges are the State Agricultural College, Hamline University, Macalaster 
College, St. Thomas College, Concordia College and the St. Paul ColIege of 
Law. 

T h e  city’s low typhoid death rate of 19.5‘per 100,000 is due to pure city 
water obtained not from the river but from a series of spring-fed lakes extend- 
ing twenty miles north of the city, to its hills with a sandy subsoil providing 
a perfect drainage, and to its bracing climate. 

Nine public playgrounds maintained bv the city, equipped. with shelter 
houses, swimming pools, shower baths and out-of-door apparatus, invite to 
hours of pleasure. 

With its picturesque river, with its numerous lakes within convenient 
trolley ride offering opportunities for motorboating, canoeing, fishing and 
camping, and with its seventy-nine parks and famous boulevards, St. Paul is 
indeed a city beautiful. T h e  city’s future is bright with promise. 

M I N N E S O T A  

NORMAL SCHOOLS 

Minnesota supports five State Normal Schools: at  Winona, Mankato, 
St. Cloud, Moorhead and Duluth. T h e  aggregate attendance last year 
(1914) was 4,166. Tuition is free. T h e  cost of board and room is from $3 
to $3.50 a week. Dormitories are provided at all of the schools. 
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